Mr.COOKE's 


SERMON, 


PREACH'D 
On Sunday, October 16, 1709. 
On Occaſion of the Death of 


Dame MARY COOKE. 
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On Sunday October 16. 1709. 
In the Pariſh Church of 


St. Bennet Paul's Wharf, London, 


On Occaſion of the Death of 


b Dame MARY COOKE, 


| A Late 

| IVorhy INHABITANT of the I Pariſh 
Who departed this LIFE on the 6th Day of 
that Month. 
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Bleſ ed are the Dead which die it ne 
Zs i 
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Firſt, I ſhall ſhew who may. be 1d % 
die i in the Lord. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſpeak of the Bleſſedneſs 

4 _— will attend all ſuch Perſons. : 
An 

Thirdly, Iſhall dra ſome Inferences from 
my ext, ind what * be faid on ĩit. 


Fir then, 1 ok to ſhew who may 
be ſaid to die i in the Lord. 

Some Commentators render my Text thus, 
Bleſſed are the Dead which die ſor the 
Lord; according to which rendring the 

Gr to here pronounced would be con- 

d to . fu as. 2 Martyrs, or who Joffer. i 


©6- The Bleſſedneſs of dying in the Lord 

violent Deaths for the ſake of God and Reli- 
gion: Now, though ſuch Perſons will with- 
out doubt be tes with Eternal Life 
(which is the Ohiet, i nt the jQnly-Bleſs! A 
{edneſs here oben of ) et many others at 
will partake alſoof the ſame Reward; and 4 
canſequently, there can be no Reaſon ſor 
Reading or Underſtanding my Text in ſo 
ſtrait and limited a Senſe. Beſides, the Ori- 


ginal will warrant no other Tranſlat ion but B 
this; Bleſſed ate the Dead which die in the 8 
1 And, as this is the moſt proper 4 
Tranſlation * the Original, ſo, that Imay 1 
not ſeem to waſte Fime, I ſhallimine jate- 3 
ly proceed to ſhew, That þ by Perſon ab I 
diem the Lord,” we may prefuinee are to be 5 
underſtooddd 1 
Furt, Such as have led good ue on 2 
Earth. And 3 

4A 2 Suche as die; in the Faith of the 4 


Firſt then, I "OY they aft de ald d 
to. die inthe Lord, who 1 6 led good 11555 | 
on Earth. N 8 4 

God not only py and preſerves Us, : 
bur he * alſo ſet us a Rule of Action: 

And 
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this preſent World. Ag 
is that which is conformable to the Will or 
| God, , 


ri EExplained and Exemplified). > 


And the End for which he permits us to 
live here, is to try how far we will be 
Obedient to, and Obſervant of, the Rule 


he has ſet us. Which Rule preſcribes ſe- 
veral Religious and Moral Duties. By R- 


kigious Duties, I mean, all ſuch as are to be 
paid to God immediately: By Moral Du- 


ties, I mean ſuch as we are to Diſcharge, 
either to our Neighbours; or to our Selves: 
In each of which ReſpeRs, tho there are 
bent on us, I ſhall not 
endeavour to enumerate them, but rather 
obſerve, That all the Religious Duties are, 


ſeveral Duties Incum 


in Scripture, cbuch'd under the One gene- 
ral Term of Godlineſs: And of the Moral 


Duties, thoſe we are to Diſcharge to our 


neſs: And thoſę we are:to Diſchargè tu our 
Selves, under the Term of Sobriety. S] Nay 
further, the Diſcharge of all Duties, (wlie- 
ther Religious or Moral) is, in the ſame 


Writings, term'd Goodneſs, or doing Good : + 


And accordingly, by good Lives, in this Pro- 


poſition, I mean. ſuch as are conformable to 
the reveal'd Will of God, as That requires 


us to live Soberly, Kb and Godlily in 


e then, I ſay, 


S 
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God, at leaſt ſo far, as it isin the Power of 


Man to be conformable thereto. 2 
My meaning is, That he who uſes his ut- 
woſt care to keep his Conſcience void F OV 
ow towards Got, and towards Man; who 
makes the Hol er tures the Rule of his 
Life; not wilfully omitting what they en- 
join, or doing what they forbid; and who, 
becauſe he cannot be perfectly innocent, 
is careful to ſupply ell his Defects of Inno- 
+ cence, by the ſincere Exerciſe of Repen- 
tance: He, I ſay, who does all this, muſt 
be allow'd: t lead As: :a:Life, as it is 
in the Power of Man to lead: Which is as 
much as God requires of any Man to do, 
who exacts no more of us, than he gives 
us Ability to perform; nay, ſo gracious is 
he, under the * to promiſe to: ac 
E. * our unfeigned Repentance, inſtead of 


under the Law, without anne xing any ſuch 
Favourable Condition to it. 

2 from the Account 1 Ne Bitber⸗ 
given af it, no Man can, with Reaſon, 


life; And, ſince it is in our Power 
Foes do, our Condemnation muſt Boe _ 


to it yy 


bor. 


23 


hat perle Obedience, which he enjoind 


pretend that it is not in his Power to lead 


Explained aud Exemplified.” '' 9 
Juſt (becauſe we bring it upon our ſelves) 
if we do not live well. 

Which living well, is the moſt effectual 
Means we can uſe, to die well; ſince com- 
mon Experience informs us, (ſome very 
few Inſtances only excepted ) that as Men 
Live, fo they uſually Die: If they haveliv'd 
in a Senſe of God and Goodnels, they re- 
tain it to their laſt Minute; it aſſwages the 
Pain, and takes off the Terror, of their ap- 
proaching Death: As was remarkably ſeen 
in the very Worthy Perſon who has been 
ſo lately ſnatcht away from among us, who 
having Conſceentiouſly attended God's Pub- 
lick Offices in this Place, in the time of her 
Health, enjoy d great Satisfaction therein 
at the time of her Departure, which was 
thereby made eaſie to her; fo eaſie, that 
tho' ſhe thought her ſelf one of the moſt 

happy Women in the World, as ſhe often 
declar'd ; And, tho' ſhe had not comple- 
ted the 31 Year of her Age, ſhe expreſs d 
not the leaſt Deſire of living longer, but 
ſhew'd an humble and cheerful Submiffion 
to the Divine Will; and as we may preſume 
God has heard her wanted le Peti- 
tions made to him, which were, That ſhe 
might not ſurvive her an * 

| uſ- 
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Husband: Nor can I fully expreſs the tru- 
ly Chriſtian Temper ſhe evidenc'd in par- 
ting from him: Thus happy was ſhe, in her 
Death; as ſhe had been, in her Life; ſo 
that 1 may apply to her, the Remark the 
Royal Prophet makes upon Righteous Per- 
ſons, and ſay, That ſhe having endeavour'd 
to keep Innocency, and to take heed to the thing 
that was rigbt, ſhe had Peace at the Jab. 
Whereas Perſons, who have lived, (as the 
Inſpired Writer phraſes it) <v#hout God in 
the World, having not ſub jected themſelves to 
the Divine Law, or to any other, but That 
which # in their Members, their End is ge- 
nerally attended with Senſeleſſneſs, and Stu- 
pidity, or Horror, and Deſperation,: For, 
at That Time, their Conſciences will af- 
frighten them with a Sight of their Ap- 
proaching Puniſhment ; if they cannot 


awaken them, to endeavour at leaſt, to re- 


pent of their paſt il|-ſpent Lives. Good 
Reaſon then had the Wicked Prophet to 
wiſh, and pray, that he might die the Death 
of the Righteous. And no leſs Reaſon have 
we, if we defire the ſame, and would ac- 
compliſh our Deſires, to prepare our ſelves 
for Death, by leading a good Life; doing 
what Good we can thro'the Courſe of our 

11141 Lives, 
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Explained und Exeimpliſed. 11 
Lives, that ſo we may hope God will be | 
Good, and Gracious to us, at the Hour of 
our Death. For, they who live to the Lord, 
yielding ſtedfaft Obedience to his' Com- 
mands; and duly put their Truſt in him, 
making his Law, the conſtant Subject of 
their Practiſe; and Him, the Object of their 
Faith and Hope; may be aſſur'd that they 
ſhall alſo die in the Lord; that is, they ſhall 


fiſh their Courſe with Foy, having a Pro- 


ſpect of That Crown of Life, which God the 
Rig bteous Fudge has laid up for, and will 
beſtow upon them in the Heavens, becauſe 
they have duly ſerv'd, and ſtedfaſtly be- 
liev'd on him, whilſt they were permitted 
to live on Earth. h 

Which Circumſtance of Faitb, added to 


Good Works, leads me on to obſerve 


Secondly, That They only can be ſaid to 


diie in the Lord, who have not only fought 


a good Fight, but have alſo kept the Faith; 
or, who have, not only lived morally well, 
but alſo die in the Faith of the Son of God: 
Nor can any one live well, (at leaſt fince 
the Promulgation of the Goſpel )! but he 
who is endud with That Faith; it being 
now neceſſarily required, that they who 
believe in God the _— ſhould bekeve alfo 
19020 * in 


SC 
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in his Syn; that is, they ſhould believe that 
he ſent his Son into the World to die for the 

Sins of Mankind; and that That Son came 

forth from the Father, with whom he was, 

as God, from all Eteraity, 'tho at a cer- 

tain appointed Time he condeſcended to be 
| Porn of a Woman, and to appear viſibly in 
| the World, as Man. They ſhoald believe al- 
ſo that as God and Man, he is the proper 

| Mediator between God and Man, and the 
[ alone proper Interceſſor with God, for 
1 Man; and that Eternal Life is to be beſtow- 
| ed on us, only in, and thro' his Merits, 
Mercies and Mediation. This is That Faith 

| which, if I miſtake not, the ew Teſta- 
E - ment all along requires us to have in the 


Son of God. For, tho during the Fir 


1 Law, Men knew but of One Perſon in the 
j Godhead ; and That revealed to them by 
| ſuch Characters only as denote it's Unity: 
[ vet, ſince the 6270 declares Three Perſons 
1 to be That One God; our Faith in God muſt 
'S anſwer That Revelation which he has made 
of himſelf : Eſpecially we muſt, (as I have 
before laid down the manner of it) believe 
in the Son of God, in whom alone That Co- 
venant is made between God and Man, 
which 1s ſet forth in the Holy Goſpel. As 
then 


\. Explained and Exemplified. - 13 
then the Firſt Act or Ground of all Nligion 
is, that we believe in God; ſo. ( ſince this 
clear Diſcovery and Revelation is made of 
the Nature of God which the New Teſta- 
ment preſents us with) that we may duly 
exerciſe the Religion eſtabliſh'd thereby, 
we muſt as firmly believe in God the Son, 
who redeem'd us; as in God the Father, who 
made us: For, as there is no Name given un- 
der Heaven, whereby we can, be ſaved, but 
the Name of the ever bleſſed Jeſus; ſo the 
Lives we lead on Earth, ſhould be full of 
Faith in That Son of God who gave him. 
ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 
Iniquity: And, as he is the juſt Object of 
our Faith during our whole Lives, ſo ſnould 
he be ſo, more immediately at the Hour of 
our Death; if we deſire, or expect, to live 
together with him, for ever hereafter. 
Which Pious Example was ſet us, by the 
good Lady, who is ſo lately paſs d from us 
to the State of A feane]s whoſe juſt Cha- 
racter is, That ſhe was Regular and Con- 
ſtant in her public and private Devoti- 
ons; and that her whole Converſation was 
the genuine Effect of her ſubſtantial Piety, 

which made her omit no Opportunity of 
receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament in bis of 
| fe EGAN : - 


F - 
- 1 


#4 De Bleſſetneſs of dying in the Lord 
| her Health; and That effectually prepared 
her for the Reception of it in her laſt Sick- 
neſs, on the Day before ſhe died; which 
ſhe did with . ae Devotion, ſuch 
- Chriſtian Courage and firmneſs of Spirit, under 
: great bodily Weakneſs as 1 Lan wiſh 
we all, in God's due time, may be enabled 
to imitate. And I cannot forbear adding, 
That her laſt Words, at the Moment ſhe 
Expired, were, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit; 
and having ſaid this, She fell aſleep. A ſtrong 
Evidence both of her former, and preſent, 
Faith in him, on whom ſhe called fo earn- 
eſtly for Mercy, with her dying Breath. 
And, that we may be induced, to follow her 
Example, and to partake of her Cumſorts; 
Give me leave to remind you, That they 
only will. Reign with Chriſt in his Kingdom 

of Glory, Who have been his faithful Sub- = 
jects in his Kingdom of Grace; having 
done what he enjoin'd, and believ'd on 
him as, his Goſpel requires, they ſhould. 
Thus neceſſary is it to Eternal Salvation, 
and conſequently it is neceſſary, both to 
make us ide, and die well; that we believe 

arigbt in the Son of GO. 

Not that I ſhall pretend, to denounce 


* y 


Damnation againſt thoſe, who know not the 
Eats Goſpel ; 
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Goſpel ; or, - thoſe who knowing it, do 


not firmly believe all the Matters contain- 


ed therein, as I have explain'd them : But 
ſhall rather leave all ſuch to the Mercy of 


God; to which Attribute, it is not in the 


Power of Man to ſet any Bounds. How- 
ever, I cannot but aſſert, That according 


to the Tenure of the Goſpel, (as the moſt | 


learned, and fincere, Perſons of all Ages 
have ever underſtood, and interpreted; the 


Covenant made therein) none ate capable 
of Eternal Salvation, (whatever other 
Conditions they obſerve) unleſs they ſted- 
faſtly lelieve that Jeſus Chrif'is, not only 


the Son of the Fatber; but, that together 


with him, be God; and that he has pur- 
chaſed for, and will beſtow on all who 


thus believe on him, an Eternal Inheri- 


tance: And conſequently, they only who 
live, and die, in Ibis Fuith; may be truly ſaid 


to die in the Lord. 


Which ſhall ſerve to be ſpoken, on the 
Firſt Thing obſerv'd from my Text: Ipro- - 


ceed now, as I-propoſed; oO. 
Secondly, To ſpeak allo of the Bleſſedneſs 
which does, and will attend thoſe who, ac- 


down, may be ſuppoſed to die in tbe Lord. 


To © 


cording to what has been already” laid 


TH 
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To whom, Death gives preſent and ſu- 
ture Happineſs, or Bleſſedneſs; in as much 
as thereb7 


Firſt, They are deli ver d from the Miſe- 
lies of this preſent Life. And 

Secondly, They are tranſlated to a better 

Life. 883 | 


_ . \Fit#® then ſay, They who die in the 
Lord are-Bleſſed, in that they are delivered 
from the Miſeries of this prefent Life: This 
is what is implied in the Words immedi- 
ately ſubjoin'd to my Text, wherein it is 
declar'd, that they are Bleſſed, becauſe they 
ref from their Labours.. It is the Lot but 
of too many of the Sons of Men, to be in 
ſuch a Condition, with reſpect to the Gifts 
of Fortune, whilſt they live here, that the 
Sentence of Death, as the Wiſe Man ſpeaks, 
16, or would be, at any time, acceptable to 
them: Nor indeed are the Circumſtances of 
any Man, ſo altogether Proſperous, or ſo 
Uninterrupted, but that, upon. ſome un- 
lucky Accident or other, he would, for a 
while at leaſt, deſire to die. So many Trou- 
bles are Men involv'd in, in this Life: ſo 
many Croſſes and Diſappointments dothey 
meet 


"111. \Ewplained and Exempliſad. 


meet with, in the Management of their 
Eſtates; ſo many ill Tongues are they ex- 


2 to, which are ready to blaſt their 


eputation; and ſo many acute, and vio- 
lent Diſeaſes, and Caſualties, attend to de- 


{troy their Bodies; at leaſt, to ſeparate them, 


for a time, from their Souls : That we can- 
not but, with Holy Job, confeſs, That Man 
% born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward: 
And, that the Days of every Man on Earth 
are fem; but, as few as they ate, they are 
all very full of Exil: Which Expreſſion im- 
plies, TI hat they are every Minute liable to 


Trouble, as well as prone to commit Sin: 


Nor are Afflict ions (ſuch as affect and in- 


jure our Bodies, our Eſtates, and our Re- 
putations) leſs frequent or common than 
the Temptations wherewith our Spiritu- 
al Enemies are perpetually endeavouring 
to ſeduce us to Sin, and Wickedneſs. And 
ſince both our Souls, and Bodies, are expo- 
ſed to ſo many, and ſo great Dangers, is it 
not to be accounted an Happineſs when 


we are deliver d from them all? Which we 


cannot be, till God ſees fit to lay the ut- 
moſt temporal Judgment upon us, which 
is Death; For That affords the only ſure 


Refuge from all the Inconveniencies this 
10 11 C World 
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The Bleſſedneſ of dying in the Lord 


abounds with: { being the only infallible 


Remedy to abate our bodily Pains, and 
eure all our Diſeaſes : For, it at once puts 
an end to our Labours; which during 
Life, are very Numerous, and Grievous ; 
and it gives Reſt to our Minds, as well as 
Bodies; and, if we are, as we ought to be, 
prepar'd to meet it, it gives us I hat Reg 


which is incomparably better than any 


thing we have enjoy d, or can enjoy ; till 
we are awaken'd to That Eternity of Bliſs, 


which is, by the Promiſe, and Appointment, 
of our gracious God to ſacceed this Life. 


Nay, Death does in a manner give us- 
That Happineſs. For = 
Secondly, Such as die in the Lord are Heſ- 
fd alſo, in that by their Death they are 
tranſlated to a better Life; being taken 
away from hence, only to reap the Re- 
ward of their Labours: Which is what St. 
John means; when immediately after my 
Text, he tells us, That therr Works-follow 
them: That is their Works are not only 
remembred, and commended,by ſuch as are 
permitted to ſurvive them in this World; 
but, they are alſo had for & Memorial before 
God, who will, at the Great Day of Judg- 
ment, recount them to their Joy, and Com» 
1 | fort ; 


Na oer 7 ""—=— k 
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fort; and will, as the Reward thereof, be- "= 
ſtow upon them, That Incorruptible Crown | 
of Glory, which never can fade away, but 10 
ternal in the Heavens. Which Reward, as 
it is the utmoſt Bleſſing Man tan receive, 
ſo it is That Bleffing which he cannot re- 
ceive, till after Death has put an end to his 
being in this World. - | 
How ſoon after the Death of any parti- 
cular Petfon, This Bleffing will be beftow- 
ed upon him ; or, what degree of Happi- 
neſs is immediately conferr'd upon Good 
and Holy Perſons, after they are, by Death, 
taken out of the Miſeries of this preſent 
Life; I ſhall not take upon me to deter- 
mine: Only I may aſſert, That no one 
will be perfectly inftated in the Bliſs which 
is to be had in the next World, till after | | 
- the Day wherein a ſtrict Account ſhall be 9 
taken of all Men, by That Man whom God | 
has appointed to judge the World, even bis Son | 
Christ Jeſus. A 
However, The Day of every Man's 
Death uſhers into him'That Great Day of 
Eternity; and, provided he die in the Lord, 
tho? he has not the Fruition, or Poſſeſſion, 
et at the Minute of his Death he has, as 
las ſay, a very pleaſing, and almoſt as 
| C 2 viſible 


20 The Bleſſedneſ of dying in the Lord 


viſible a Proſpe& of his-future Happineſs, 
as St. Stephen had juſt before he underwent 
his Martyrdom: A full and plain Account. 
whereof, you have in the Cloſe of the ſeventh 
Chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles. 

So that Death, to ſuch a Perſon, is only 
his Paſſage from a ſhort, and uncertain; to 
a moſt certain, and durable Life; it chan- 
ges his mortal, into an immortal State; it 
caſts off, his Corruption; and puts upon him, 
Incorruption; it frees him from all Sin and 
Miſery, and tranſlates him to a perfectly 
Cood, and Happy State of Being. It puts an 
end, it is true, to a grievous Life; but it 
gives Riſe, and Beginning, to an inexpreſſi- 
bly Joyous One : And I need ſay no more 
to evince the Bleſſedneſsof thoſe who die in 
the Lord. I haſten then to draw the pro- 
poſed Inferences'from my Text; which are 
; Fird, That all the Sons of Men muſt 

die. And Sh pe OT 

* Secondly, That ſome of them only will, 
or do, die in the Lord. 


Firſt then, From what has hitherto been 
ſaid I infer, That all the Sons of Men muſt 
die; that is, they muſt all undergo a Tem- 

Fry | *] poral 


poral Death; the Neceflity - whereof ap- 


pears, in that this is part of the Curſe de- 
nounced againſt the Firſt Man upon his 
Fall: Which Curſe, as well as his Guilt, 
is entail'd on all his Poſterity. So that whe- 


ther Man would have been Immortal or no, 
if he had continu'd Innocent; (which is a 


Matter fiercely diſputed by ſome) nothing 


1s more certain than that by Sin he became 
Mortal: For, temporal Death, after a pain- 
ful Life, 1s the Puniſhment ſet upon the 
firſt Man immediately after he tranſgreſs'd 
the only negative Precept given him by his 
Creator: And as in Adam we all ſinned, fo 


in him alſo, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, we all 
do, and muſt, dze. The Truth whereof . 


is confirm'd, by what we every Day ſee in 


others; and feel, in our ſelves; For, we ſee, . 


that others die; and we feel in our ſelves 
ſuch Pains, and Diſeaſes as do, every mo- 
ment, threaten us with Death ; at leaſt they 
forbid us, to think it poſſible for us, to eſcape 

the undergoing of temporal Death. | 


Which may ſerve to be ſpoken, on the 


Firſt; and to make way. for, the laft Infe- 
rence. For | 


Secondly, and to conclude, From what 


bas been hitherto ſaid, I infer, That 1 


* 
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— 


— _— 


The Bleſſedneſs of dying inthe Lord 
of the Sons of Men only will, or do, die 
in the Lord: Which Truth is, not only im- 
plied in my Text, wherein thoſe who die 
ꝛn the Lord ſeem to be diſtinguiſh'd from 
ſome others who are dead; but it is con- 
firm'd, too by parabolical, and plain Texts, 
occurring in the Holy Goſpel. As for In- 
ſtance, when the Sons of Men are divided 
into the Tares, and the good Gram, which 
are ſuffer d to grow up together till the great 
Day of Harveſt; at which time it is decla- 
red, That the former, which are ſaid to 
repreſent wicked Men, ſhall he burnt, and 
the other which repreſent good Men, ſhall 
be bound up together bythemſelves, and be pre- 
ſery'd. And, in another place we read, that 
when Chriſt ſhall call the World together, 
part of Mankind, which have been as Sheep, 
which are alſo afterwards more plainly Ex 
led the Righteous, they ſhall be ſet on the 
Right Hand of their Judge, and ſhall go 
away into Life Eternal; but the reſt of them, 
which are there termed Goats, and are de- 
clared to be ſuch as have been Wicked, they 
ſhall be ſet on the left Hard of their Judge, 
and ſhall go into everlaſting Pumſhment. 
As then, we know, that That future Re- 
ward will be beſtow'd only on ſuch as have 
Cake lived, 


Explained and Exempliſied. 
lived, and died well here; and That Puniſh- 
ment, will be inflicted, only on ſuch as, 
by their wicked Lives, which they perſiſt- 
ed in to the Hour of their Deaths, have 
made themſelves liable to the Eternal 
Wrath and V engeance of God: So, I need add 
no more to prove, that tho” all the Sons 
of Men do die, yet ſome of them only do 
die in the Lord. 

Conſider then what has been ſaid; re- 
tain it in your Memories; reflect upon it 
in your Retirements; and God grant, it 
may have it's due Influence, making you- 
all ſtrive to enroll your ſelves in the Num- 
ber of the Bleſſed deſcribed in my Text. 

Which I pray God ye may be, thro' the 
Merits and Mercies of ChriFeſus. To whom 
with I he. Father and the Eternal Spirit, we 
are bound to aſcribe Honour, Power. and 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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